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In recent months evidence of power struggles within the Nicaraguan contra movement has been
accumulating. Arturo Cruz, considered a "moderate" leader of the United Nicaraguan Opposition
(UNO), had publicly aired his intent to resign, creating consternation in the US State Department.
State officials are painfully aware that renewed congressional aid to the contras would be a
lost cause if the moderates abandon the movement. Then, on Feb. 16, FDN chief Adolfo Calero
announced he was formally resigning from the UNO leadership. [The Nicaraguan Democratic
Front is the largest contra army, based in Honduras.] Highlights of statements surrounding Calero's
resignation follow. Feb. 13: Alfonso Robelo, one of the three UNO chieftains and considered a
key moderate leader in the contra movement, told the NEW YORK TIMES in a phone interview
from Costa Rica that he could no longer share power with Adolfo Calero. "I don't think I can
work with Adolfo Calero anymore, because we have tried this several times." Robelo said he told
Frank Carlucci, Reagan's national security adviser, at a recent meeting in Washington that the
contra leadership had to be restructured under the direction of moderates. The TIMES reported
that sources close to Robelo said he had demanded Calero's resignation. Calero was linked with
the hated National Guard of the Somoza dictatorship deposed by the Sandinistas. Arturo Cruz
had previously announced his intention to resign because of "hegemonic tendencies" and lack of
reform within the movement. According to Robelo, control over the contra movement "has been
in the hands of conservatives that did not identify with the Nicaraguan revolution...Calero has
never understood the need to make the UNO the vehicle, but has always had a different project,
the FDN project." He added that if Calero and his "clique" were to become the dominant force
within the movement, "I don't think they could ever get the support of Congress or the acceptance
that would give us the needed legitimacy from the Western democracies." Feb. 15: Press reports
indicate Calero is expected to resign, but that he will try to maintain control over the main rebel
army. Cruz and Robelo said they would not accept Calero's continued power over the FDN. "We
want a complete change in command," Robelo said. "We will not accept Calero as head of the
army, because that changes nothing. He and his clique have to go or we will resign." Meanwhile,
in Miami Arturo Cruz said he is reconsidering his decision to resign, and will make a definitive
decision by Feb. 19. Feb. 16: At a press conference in Miami, Calero announced his resignation from
UNO, saying his decision was made in an effort to unify the contra movement. Aides for Cruz and
Robelo told the TIMES they were skeptical of Calero's move, stating they believed it was a ploy
to consolidate his power. Calero denied his resignation was a result of pressure from Cruz and
Robelo, or anyone else. He said, "The pressure I am under is the only one I respond to, and that is
patriotism." Next, he claimed his desire was to see the contra troops emerge as a "great democratic
army of resistance," but that UNO must first expand its political base of support. The FDN head
said he had nominated Pedro Joaquin Chamorro, Jr. as his replacement in the UNO. He added that
he thought the directorate should be expanded to seven members. Chamorro, 35, is former editor
and co-owner of the daily newspaper LA PRENSA in Managua, closed last year by the Sandinista
government. Chamorro worked with LA PRENSA until 1984 when he left the country for exile in
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Costa Rica. Since then, he has worked as publisher of the weekly paper NICARAGUA HOY. The
new UNO chief is the son of the late Pedro Joaquin Chamorro, assassinated on Jan. 10, 1979, by a
gunman in the employ of deposed dictator Anastasio Somoza. His death accelerated the fall of the
Somoza government and contributed to the Sandinista victory. Speaking with reporters in his office
in San Jose, Chamorro said he believed Calero's resignation "improved opportunities" for continued
US aid to the contras. Cruz and Robelo are former members of the Sandinista leadership. Like
Calero, Chamorro never participated in the revolutionary government after the end of Somocista
rule in 1979. Chamorro said he considers himself an independent, emphasizing he has never
belonged to Calero's FDN, and has not been involved in power struggles between moderates and
conservatives in the contra movement. The new UNO leader said, "I believe I was designated
due to the fact that I can work with Cruz and Robelo." He added that his appointment will have
to be approved by the UNO general assembly. In an interview with reporters in San Jose, Costa
Rica, Robelo said Calero's resignation opens greater possibilities for securing aid from the US
Congress. Cruz declined comment on the resignation. Robelo stated the resignation had to occur
as a corollary of the "pragmatic conclusion" that his departure was necessary to build a cohesive
movement. "In this context, what we did was to inform people of the reality of the aid [situation] in
the [US] Congress and the reality of our position in the political struggle in Latin America, Central
America and Europe...Calero had to sacrifice himself for this and that's what he did." Robelo said
Chamorro will bring "credibility to the rebel leadership," and because of that important votes in the
US Congress will be influenced by seeing a clear social democrat ideology taking command of the
contra movement. The UNO leader claimed he didn't consider it important that Calero will continue
as FDN chief. From now on, he said, UNO will control the money which means control over the
contra army. Robelo said the contra movement had lost "valuable time" in years of internal political
struggle, and laments that he and Cruz were not as powerful, as strong "as we are now" in terms
of remedying the situation. Robelo and Cruz are associated with contra forces based in Costa Rica,
while Calero's faction operates out of Honduras. Members of the southern front were associated
with more moderate opponents of the Sandinista government, while many FDN commanders are
former members of Somoza's National Guard. In Managua, Nicaraguan Vice President Sergio
Ramirez claimed his government attached no importance to Calero's resignation. "This is a very
irrelevant thing for us," he said. For the Sandinistas, the major problem continues to be the "North
American government's aggressive actions." "The contras are only puppets of the US government,
and the quarrel between them for US money will not change the Reagan administration's intention
of destroying the Nicaraguan revolution." Ramirez said the contras had attempted a new infiltration
of Nicaragua to disrupt the coffee harvest in the northern region. He added, they failed and are
"returning once more to Honduras." The real issue at present, according to the vice president, is that
the US government "cannot resign itself to the contra army's defeat and is busily preparing new,
more dangerous aggressive tactics." Feb. 17: State Department spokesman Charles Redman said the
contra alliance was undergoing "growing pains," but dismissed that divisions among contra leaders
threatened existence of the coalition. With respect to Calero's resignation, Redman said, "What
we see happening in UNO today is a restructuring that will lead to a more cohesive organization
with a broader leadership that better reflects the total broad opposition to the Sandinista regime."
Calero was described as a "dedicated leader," and the spokesman defended his decision to continue
as chief political and military leader of the FDN. At this juncture, it is not clear that the resignation
will ultimately satisfy Cruz and Robelo, since they suspect Calero intends to retain power in
the movement. Rather than assure the support of congressional moderates for the contras, the
resignation may erode support by conservatives. Sen. Jesse Helms reportedly urged Calero to
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reconsider his resignation, describing him as "the only person within UNO who truly represents
the freedom fighters. The others are subservient to the State Department." (Basic data from various
reports, REUTERS, NEW YORK TIMES, ASSOCIATED PRESS, PRENSA LATINA, BARRICADA)
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